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A Cognitive Semantic Analysis of the Spatial
Adjective "Deep/Shallow” from the Perspective of

Lexical Typology
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Abstract: The study of lexical typology starts from the universal concepts in human languages, and reveals the
similarities and differences of universal categories in the lexical systems of various languages through cross-language
comparison. From the perspective of lexical typology, taking the spatial dimension adjective "deep/shallow" as an
example, this paper examines the semantic evolution of "deep/shallow" in the diachronic level of Chinese, and at the
same time compares the lexicalization and semantic expansion modes of "deep/shallow" in six languages across
languages at the synchronic level. There is a close relationship between the basic meaning and the extended meaning of
"deep/shallow" in the six languages. The spatial dimension adjective "deep/shallow" can be mapped from the spatial
domain to other abstract domains, reflecting the universality of human cognition. At the same time, constrained and
influenced by national culture, the semantic expansion that occurs in various languages has certain specificity, reflecting
the similarities and differences in spatial perception and conceptual structure among different ethnic groups.

Keywords: Lexical typology, spatial dimension adjectives, deep/shallow, lexicalization, semantic expansion mode
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