BASELERITHIEIHSIE S FEE

PSAEE - S CIE
T TR
ken.cheng@polyu.edu.hk

8 B ACEENASES MR UL R TR SIERUTREE, DL HANE D i S Ry A
SGERRI: IXECAFIETER FAFRE S A, g R R ARG Tk RIMERR R A AN SR
TEEJTIH, DMmIEARTEA AT, SOl BN . i 4 E oA W S AR B T R
XTI TE RS — TR, JF 2 M TARE . R4S TE R E 2S8R Sk, JHA “ RN A A
. B2V E RS TE A PPAN 1E T -
KR AUHEEAE, JENSTE, TI4ESRNG, TEIK

Sociolinguistic Aspects of Popular Abbreviations in

Hong Kong Cantonese

Ken Siu-kei Cheng  Ka-wai Ho
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
ken.cheng@polyu.edu.hk
Abstract: This paper aims to study certain popular abbreviations in Hong Kong Cantonese in recent years from a
sociolinguistic perspective so as to understand their characteristics and uniqueness. It was found that these abbreviations
come from different languages and regions, and different strategies such as Cantonese romanization acronym and
translation of foreign languages into Chinese characters were used in the process of abbreviation. In terms of grammar,
they are mainly composed of adverb-verb and verb-object structures, and the part of speech may change in some cases.
Some abbreviations also have rhetorical effects related to homonyms or taboos. These abbreviations are mastered by
younger generations and are mostly used in informal domains. The main consideration for adopting abbreviations is of
practical concern as well as their function of "insider communication". Respondents rated Cantonese abbreviations as
overall positive.
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