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Abstract. The position of preposition-object structures has changed significantly from ancient to
modern Chinese. A comprehensive description and analysis of the positional relationship between
preposition-object structures and the predicate components in Kongzijiayu (hereinafter, Jiayu) and
comparisons with the Zuozhuan, Mozi, and Shiji can provide more proof in support of the key
question of when the completion of Jiayu occurred and contribute to the accurate and in-depth
interpretation of its text. We analyzed 15 prepositions in 1634 sentences in Jiayu, and the
preposition-object structures in Jiayu occur mainly after the predicate components, accounting for
58.02%, which is very close to the prevalence in Mozi. The prepositions that can appear only before
predicate components are Cong (M), Yin (X)), Dang (24), Yong (H), Zhi (%), Hou (J&) Dui (*1)
and Jiang (¥5), the prepositions that can appear only after predicate components are Hu (<) and Zhu
(%), and the prepositions that can appear both before and after predicate components are Yu (F),
Yi (LL), Zi (H), Wei (5) and Zai (7E). When prepositional-object structures introduce time,
tools/methods/conditions/basis/etc., cause/purpose and indirect objects, these are usually located
before the predicate components. When prepositional-object structures introduce objects, location or
the content of instruction or speech, these structures usually come after the predicate components.
Only when the predicate component is monosyllabic are the preposition-object structures usually
after the predicate components, accounting for 77.52% of instances. When the predicate component
is polysyllabic, the preposition-object structure usually occurs before the predicate component. The
proportion of preposition-object structures before the predicate components in Jiayu is between that
of the Mozi and the Shiji and very close to that of Mozi, which may be related to the time when it

was written.
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1 Introduction

In modern Chinese, preposition-object structures usually occur before the predicate components, but this
is not the case in ancient Chinese. Zhao Yuanren [1] and Wang Li [2] suggested that the position of the
preposition-object structures in the contemporary age has changed significantly from their position in
ancient times. He Leshi found that the predominant placement of preposition-object structures before the
predicate components was just beginning to take shape in the Zuozhuan and had basically become
naturalized by the writing of the Shiji [3]. From this, he speculated that the grammatical features of the
Shiji changed remarkably from the Zuozhuan. Wang Hongbin (2003) [4], Liu Xiaojing (2012) [5] and
Yang Jiging (2021) [6] performed a special analysis of the positions of preposition-object structures in
the Zuozhuan, Mengzi and Mozi, respectively. Jiang Shaoyu [7] believes that the structure "Yu () + L"
in pre-Qin Chinese is always after the verb, which reflects that Chinese is not completely dominated by



the "iconic principle” and that the "abstract principle" also plays a role. Zhang Cheng [8] believes that
the rise and disappearance of prepositions, the semantics of preposition-object structures, and the
development of the VP structure are all reasons for the change in preposition-object structure positions.
The positional relationship between preposition-object structures and predicate components can reflect
changes in language, so it is an important part of Chinese word order research.

Jiayu is an early Confucian classic that records the deeds and words of Confucius and his disciples,
and it is valuable material for studying Confucius and early Confucianism. Influenced by the theory of
forgery, research on Jiayu in successive dynasties has focused on its version and filiation, while most
scholars have ignored the document value and linguistic value. A comprehensive description and analysis
of the positional relationship between preposition-object structures and predicate components in Jiayu is
significant on two levels: (1) studies into the vocabulary and grammar of Jiayu are still very few, and a
small amount of research has been published, such as Song Yanxia [9], Liu Weiyan [10], Miao Chuanmei
[11], Jiang Rumeng [12], Lu Qin [13], Chen Jing [14], etc., which focus on special parts of speech and
semantic meanings. Research on the prepositions in Jiayu is occasionally seen in special research on
prepositions. For example, Lin Qi [15] and Deng Tongxiang [16] cited and analyzed the examples in
Jiayu. We have not seen any special research on the positions of preposition-object structures in Jiayu.
A special study of the prepositions in Jiayu can fully show the relationship between the preposition-
object structure and the predicate components in Jiayu, which is helpful in advancing the accurate and
in-depth interpretation of the text. The study of prepositions in special books is also an important part of
the research into the history of Chinese word order and vocabulary development. (2) Although the
moment of completion of Jiayu is controversial, its existence as an ancient book is an indisputable fact.
The positional relationship between the prepositional-object structures and the predicate components has
obvious characteristics of the era in which it was composed, and a comprehensive investigation of the
positional relationship between prepositional-object structures and predicate components in Jiayu can
provide more proof for the key issue of when the book was completed. Today, as the importance of Jiayu

is gradually recognized, studies of its language are undoubtedly increasingly important.

2 The position of preposition-object structures in Jiayu

The term "preposition-object structures" refers to the preposition and its object. The term "predicate
components" include not only predicate verbs or adjectives but also words or phrases with the functions
of statement and predication. Wang Li believed that the original meaning of "Yu (F°)" could be expressed
by both "Yu (F)" and "Yu (J2)", while the new meaning and usage of the preposition "Yu (JA)" could
only be expressed with "Yu ()" [2]. This paper does not distinguish between "Yu (F)" and "Yu (*)"
in the statistics of prepositions; that is, "Yu (F)" in the following is the same as "Yu (F)" and "Yu (j2)".

We analyzed 15 prepositions including Yu (), Yi (L), Zai (1£), Zi (H), Wei (), Zhi (%), Yin
("), Cong (M), Dang (%), Hu (F-), Yong (H), Hou (&), Dui (¥}), Jiang (#) and Zhu (i#). According
to the position of the preposition-object structures, we can classify the prepositions in Jiayu into three
types: those that can only appear before the predicate components, those that can only appear after the

predicate components, and those that appear both before and after the predicate components.

2.1  Before the predicate components

There are eight prepositions in Jiayu that appear only before the predicate components: Cong (M), Yin
(A1), Dang (4), Yong (), Hou (J&), Dui (X}), Jiang () and Zhi (%).



1. Cong (M)
The preposition "Cong (M)" has 14 cases in Jiayu, all of which are used before the predicate

components. For example:

(1) 15 ABLEE. (BUED
qing cong ci ci.
Please let me die from now on.
@) EWILTFEL, (bt BT
chang cong kong zi shi weio
[He] once followed Confucius to Wei State.
2.Yin (H)
The preposition "Yin ([X])” has 8 instances in Jiayu, all of which are used before the predicate

components. For example:

(3) ARHLANE, EHPTE TR . (£
fei gan yi wéi zi, qing yIn sud wén ér xué yan.
I do not think I have enough knowledge to understand your talk about governing the country. I

just want to learn by listening to your talk.

@) BAREEHT AL TFILTF . CEs
shi da fu yin meéng yi zi wen li yu kong zi.

[He] sent the official Meng Yizi to ask Confucius about the etiquette of coronation.

3. Dang (%)
The preposition "Dang (24)" has 5 instances in Jiayu, all of which are used before the predicate

components. For example:
(5) FL4S et WAL TAE, HILIAE R,
fan dang jin zhi shi, cdng ming shén cha ér jin y si zh€é, hao j1yi rén zhe yé.
All today's scholars, those who endanger their lives because of their wisdom and insight, are

those who like to ridicule others.
(6) BH5ZH, PFoOmB? (HHE)

dang jin zhi jin, shd wéi zui xian?

Who is the wisest monarch today?

4. Yong (H)
The preposition "Yong (H)" has 2 instances in Jiayu, all of which are used before the predicate

components. For example:
(7) JAAKKIAPLLAER . (T i)
yong shui hud cai wu yi shéng min.
Use water, fire and property to raise people.
®) FRHAXKEAdE. (FEF)
qi shi yong g€ j1 gong méng.



Qi struck Gong Meng with a dagger-axe.

5. Zhi (&)
The preposition "Zhi (%2)" has 2 instances in Jiayu, all of which are used before the predicate

components. For example:

O B2, BTRZEER. CRUE#E)
zhi shi jit, qu yu song zht shang guan shi.
At the age of nineteen, he took the daughter of Shangguan in Song State as his wife.
(10) KEREHEH, FOMELL, HRREAER, #BTr.
ji zhi da wang dan fu, dinyi dérang, qishu gén zhi bén, béi yu yuan yi.
When the time came for the Great King Danfu, he exerted benevolence and humility, cultivated

the foundation [of virtue], and prepared for the future in advance.

6. Hou (J&)

The preposition "Hou (J&)" has 1 instance in Jiayu, which is used before the predicate component.
(D) JE=H, BORVFZE - (GG
hou san ri, mu lai su zhi yug----

After three days, the horse breeder came to tell him......

7. Dui (%)
The preposition "Dui (X1)" has 1 instance in Jiayu, which is used before the predicate component.
(12) TRFATR LR EL--e o CEH)

zi fu jing b6 dui shi zhé yug-----

Zi Fu tells the messenger......

8. Jiang (¥)

The preposition "Jiang (Kf)" has 1 instance in Jiayu, which is used before the predicate component.
(13) RFTAEEZR, KilEKZ? (U@

tian xia bai xing ji€ junl zhi min, jiang shui gong zhi?

People all over the world have become your people. Who will attack you?

2.2 Only after the predicate components

In Jiayu, there are two prepositions that appear only after the predicate components: Hu (°F-//¥) and Zhu
(1#). We have counted "Zhu (i#)" because its function in Jiayu is equivalent to the usage of the pronoun
"Zhi (2)" + the preposition "Yu (T)".

9. Hu (°F)
The preposition "Hu (*F-)" has 49 instances in Jiayu, all of which are used after the predicate

components. For example:
(14) S TZIEERR, JPRTIET . (AR
Jjin kong zi zhT dao zhi yi, nai jiang shi hii wua qidng.

Now Confucius' Tao is supreme and will be implemented for a long time.



(15) 28, JATIEPA=, RIEET 5. G HED
héo xué jin hii zhi, li hang jin hiirén, zhi chi jin hi yong.
Those who like learning are close to wisdom, those who strive to achieve virtue are close to
benevolence, and those who understand shame are close to courage.

10. Zhu (i&)

The function of "Zhu (i%)" is the same as the pronoun "Zhi ()" plus the preposition "Yu (F)".

There are 35 instances in total, all of which are used after predicate components. For example:

(16) T LARITEAL T o CAPEARI]D
zi you yi wen zhii kong zi.
Ziyou asked Confucius about it.

(17) THE: “HBEHERERT. ~ R
zi lu yue: “ybu yé x1 zh¢ wén zha fu zi. ”
Zilu said, "I heard from the Master before."

2.3 Before and after the predicate components

Prepositions that can appear before and after the predicate components are Yu (1), Yi (LL), Zi (H),
Wei (A) and Zai (1F).
11. Yu (F)

There are 788 instances of the preposition "Yu ()" in Jiayu, of which 78 instances are used before

the predicate components and 710 instances are used after the predicate components.

An example of usages before the predicate components:

(18) HZFHT o, mTIHHE M, w2 B
wu chuan jing yu féi, ér yu jing zhong dé y1 gou, hé yé?
I was digging a well in Fei and found a dog in the well. What is the matter?

An example of usages after the predicate components:

(19) EAHFEET I (HE)
ding gdng yu qi hou hui yu jia gu.
Duke Ding and Marquis Qi held a league meeting in Jiagu.
12.Yi (Bh)

The preposition "Yi ()" has 647 instances in Jiayu, of which 514 instances are used before the
predicate components and 133 instances are used after the predicate components.

An example of usages before the predicate components:

(20) LSt NI, AMSH. (HE)

yi gui xia jian, wu bt dé yé.
Noble people show modesty to humble people, and nothing can be denied.
An example of usages after the predicate components:
(21) B IR HHE AL, (W)

wi wén fu gui zh€ song rén yi cai.



I heard that rich people give money to people.

13. Zi (H)
The preposition "Zi (H)" has 45 instances in Jiayu, of which 35 instances are used before the
predicate components and 10 instances are used after the predicate components.

An example of usages before the predicate components:

(22) HFEEHURZ LW, TIEMT. (BUE)
zi nan gong jing shii zhT chéng wo che y¢, ér dao jia xing.
Since Nangongjingshu provided me with carriages and horses, my Tao has become more popular.

An example of usages after the predicate components:

(23) ARz MRBEsE, B HES. CEARED
zhong zht fu zi i, gu ting qi¢ su yan.
Since then, the people have submitted to indoctrination, so they have obeyed orders and

implemented them quickly.

14. Wei(H)
The preposition " Wei(’A))" has 28 instances in Jiayu, of which 20 instances are used before the
predicate components and 8 instances are used after the predicate components.

An example of usages before the predicate components:

(24) FHE: <k, HBENFHZ. " (FHH)
zi gong yueé: “zhi, wu jiang wéi zi wén zhi. ”
Zigong said, "Wait a minute. I will ask for you."

An example of usages after the predicate components:

(25) WEAMFE, NAZSIEZE WM. (APEREAD
gl zhé bu fu zang, wei bu rén xian si zh¢ zh fu jian yé.
In ancient times, people did not bury their relatives together because they could not bear to see

the relatives who died first.

15. Zai (££)

The preposition "Zai(E£)" has 8 instances in Jiayu, of which 6 instances are used before the
predicate components and 2 instances are used after the predicate components.

An example of usages before the predicate components:

(26) fE AT B, RIBFHMHER. I HED
zai xia wei bu huo yu shang, min fa ké dé ér zhi yi.
It is impossible to govern the people well when people in lower positions cannot be trusted by
people in higher positions.

An example of usages after the predicate components:

@7) FLTFE: U T L R, * (T

2

kong zi yue: “ru sud wen bao zai wii zhé zhong yi.

Confucius said, "All the questions you asked are covered in the five aspects I have mentioned."



In the above example, "(bao) %" is the same as "bao ()"
The positional relationship between the preposition-object structures and predicate components

in Jiayu is as follows:

Table 1. The distribution of prepositions in Jiayu.

Preposition Before the predicate ~ Proportion After the predicate Proportion Summation
components components
Cong (W) 14 0.86% 0 0.00% 14
Yin (A) 8 0.49% 0 0.00% 8
Yong (FH) 2 0.12% 0 0.00% 2
Zhi (&) 2 0.12% 0 0.00% 2
Hou (/&) 1 0.06% 0 0.00% 1
Dui (%) 1 0.06% 0 0.00% 1
Jiang (%) 1 0.06% 0 0.00% 1
Zhu (i) 0 0.00% 35 2.14% 35
Hu (°F) 0 0.00% 49 3.00% 49
Yu (1) 78 4.77% 710 43.45% 788
Yi (BL) 514 31.46% 133 8.14% 647
Zi(H) 35 2.14% 10 0.61% 45
Wei () 20 1.22% 8 0.49% 28
Zai (f£) 6 0.37% 2 0.12% 8
Dang (%) 4 0.24% 1 0.06% 5
Total 686 41.98% 948 58.02% 1634

It can be seen from Table 1 that (1) the use of prepositions is uneven. Of the 1634 instances, "Yu
()" and "Yi (LL)" were the most frequently used, with 788 and 647 instances, accounting for 48.23%
and 39.60% of the total, respectively. Other prepositions appear less frequently. (2) There are eight
prepositions in Jiayu that appear only before the predicate components: Cong (M), Yin (&), Dang (),
Yong (F), Hou (J&), Dui (%), Jiang (Kf) and Zhi (£). The prepositions Hu (*F-) and Zhu (i#) can only
appear after the predicate components. (3) The prepositions that can appear before and after the predicate
components are Yu (), Yi (BL), Zi (H), Wei (N) and Zai (7F). The prepositions with a more obvious
tendency to appear before the predicate components are Yi (L), Zi (H), Wei (H), and Zai (1£), and the
prepositions with a more obvious tendency to appear after the predicate components are Yu (T).

The following table shows the use of prepositions in the four books.



Table 2. The distribution of prepositions in Jiayu, Zuozhuan, Mozi and Shiji.

Prepositions before and

Prepositions before Prepositions after the )
Book ] ) after the predicate
the predicate components predicate components
components
Wei CH), C , Yin (IH), Y Yu (JA), Yi (L), Zi (H),
Mozi ei (), Cong (M), Yin (1), You (Hu) - Zhu (%) u (%), Yi (BL), Zi (H)
(H), Yong (F),Yu (55) Dang (%), Yu (F), Zhi (£)
Yu (5), Wei (), Cong (M), Yin
Zuozh Y Y D
wozhuan (&), You (HY), ong‘(‘)ﬂ), ang Y G, i (B, i () Zi
and (24), Dai (f), Dao (i), Xian (48),  Yu (F), Hu (F) , .
P N (F1), Zai (f£), Di (%)
Shiji Xun (&), Jiang (¥), Dai (&),
Xiang (Z/[7])
Cong (M), Yin (&), Dang (24),
Y Yi (LL), Zi
Jiayu Yong (Jf]), Hou (J5), Dui (%}), Jiang  Hu (°F), Zhu (i%) u (), Yi (0, Zi (),

(F), Zhi (£)

Wei CN), Zai (1)

Among the prepositions we analyzed, Cong (M), Yin (X)), Dang (24), Yong (H), Jiang (K), Yi
(LL), Zi (H), and Zai ({£) appear in the same position in Zuozhuan, Shiji and Mozi, while Zhi (%)
and Wei () are different in the Mozi. Hou (J&) and Dui (¥}) have no statistical significance in the
Zuozhuan, Shiji and Mozi.

In Jiayu, the prepositional-object structures are mainly after the predicate components. We counted

1634 instances of preposition-object structures, with 686 instances before the predicate components and

948 instances after the predicate components. The proportion of prepositional structures occurring before

the predicate components was 41.93%, and the proportion occurring after the predicate components was

58.02%. We compared Jiayu with Zuozhuan, Mozi and Shiji:

Table 3. Comparison of Jiayu with Zuozhuan, Mozi and Shiji.

Book Proportion of Before Proportion of After
Zuozhuan 40.22% 59.78%
Mozi 41.30% 58.70%
Jiayu 41.93% 58.02%
Shiji 75.29% 24.71%

It can be seen from the above table that in Zuozhuan, Mozi and Jiayu, preposition-object structures

mainly occur after the predicate components, and in Shiji, the preposition-object structures occur mainly

before the predicate components. The proportion in Jiayu is between that in Mozi and Shiji and very close

to Mozi.



3 The relationship between the semantic features of preposition-object
structures and their position

Referring to Yang Bojun's research [17], we divide the semantics represented by the prepositional object

structure into the following categories:

Table 4. Categories of preposition-object structures modifying predicate components.

No. Category

1 Introducing time

2 Introducing objects

3 Introducing locations

4 Introducing tools, methods, conditions, basis, etc.
5 Introducing cause or purpose

6 Introducing the content of instruction or speech

7 Introducing indirect objects

1. Introducing time
() BEGH, TESRATH,
zi wi you you, ér ¢ yan bu ru yu éro
Since I had You, those malicious words can no longer reach my ears.
2) Ja=H, HORYFZEL-w- (BED
hou san ri, mu lai su zhi yug-----*
After three days, the horse breeder came to tell him......
2. Introducing objects
3) LFHLTRA. (KB
kong zi shi zuo yu ai gong.
Confucius sat beside Duke Ai of Lu State.
(@) FHRFAIAHAE S Fl-vee YD)

zi fi jing b6 dui shi zhé yug-«----

Zifujingbo tells the messenger...
3. Introducing locations

(5) S, FRIFHATEELH. (HE)
xian shi, ji shi zang zhao gong yt mu dao zhi nén.

Earlier, Ji buried Duke Zhao in the southern tomb passage of the former Duke of Lu State.

6) =HETH. CUZH)
san y1 zhi y1 ji€.

After bowing down three times, walk to the steps in the front of the hall.

4. Introducing tools, methods, conditions, basis, etc.



(7) WHEZm AL TALTE. (AL FTD
yIn yan ke ér wen li ya kong zi.
Ask Confucius for etiquette through Yanke.
(8) FICALE AT, (FTH)
qi shi yong g€ jT gdong meng.
Qi struck Gongmeng with a dagger-axe.

5. Introducing cause or purpose

(9) KRFDAGEGA. CATEAR)
da fu yi zui mian za -
Officials were dismissed for a crime.
(10) JLifaE ufs, (MRS EAIEZ? o)
fan yu zhé wéi dé, hé yi dé yu ji shé zhi?
All fishermen want to get fish. Why did you release the fish you caught?

6. Introducing the content of instruction or speech

(1) AE: “RIHSEAREFUREEZ M, 7 ()
gong yugé: “gqian ri gud rén wén wi zi yi dong y& bi zhi yu.”
Gong said, “The day before yesterday, I asked you about Dongyebi's driving.”
(12) T LARITESL T (A PRI
zi you yi wen zhii kong zi.

Ziyou asked Confucius about it.

In the above example, "(Zhi) 2" is omitted after "(Yi) LL", and "(Yi) LA"is the same as "(Yi
Zhi) Ll
7. Introducing indirect objects
(13) LTE: “HZET, BN, CUNE, » (k)
kong zi yue: “ gii zhi jun zi, zhong yi wéi zhi, rén yi wéi wei. ”

Confucius said, "The ancient gentleman took loyalty as the essence and benevolence as

protection."
(14) BTRE, DUFARE, %K. (EE
mu zi fan [, yi niu wéi nei shu, xiang jia.
Mu later returned to Lu State. He made Niu a small official and made him a family minister

when he grew up.

In the above example, "(Zhi) 2" is omitted after "(Yi) LA", and "(Yi) LPA" is the same as "(Yi Zhi)

LAz,

We counted the semantic categories of the prepositional-object structures of the 1634 sentences,

and the specific distribution of the semantic position is shown in the following table:



Table 5. Categories of preposition-object structures modifying predicate components.

Before the After the

. . Proportion of Proportion
Semantic category predicate predicate Total
Before: After of Total
components  components
Introducing time 45 14 2.75%: 0.86% 59 3.61%
Introducing objects 75 478 4.59%:29.25% 553 33.84%
Introducing locations 26 311 1.59%: 19.03% 337 20.62%
Introducing tools, methods,
N ) 381 127 23.32%:7.77% 508 31.09%
conditions, basis, etc.
Introducing cause or
89 12 5.45%:0.73% 101 6.18%
purpose
Introducing the content of
_ _ 3 4 0.18%: 0.24% 7 0.43%
instruction or speech
Introducing indirect objects 67 2 4.10%: 0.12% 69 4.22%

From the above table, the following can be seen: (1) The most common types of prepositions are
those that introduce objects, tools/methods/conditions/basis/etc. and places, accounting for 33.84%,
31.09% and 20.62% of the total, respectively; (2) When prepositional-object structures introduce time,
tools/methods/conditions/basis/etc., cause/purpose and indirect objects, they usually occur before the
predicate components. (3) When prepositional-object structures introduce objects, locations and the
content of instruction or speech, they usually occur after the predicate components.

The semantic category of the prepositional-object structure has an impact on its position. Taking
the prepositions that introduce locations as an example, the ratio of the quantities before and after the
predicate components is 26:311, which has obvious connections with "Yu (3°)", which is often used to
introduce location. Xie Xinyi (1991) [18] proposed two kinds of principles for the combination and
arrangement of language symbols—iconic principles and abstract principles. Jiang Shaoyu [19] noted
that using abstract principles to organize sentences generally depends on morphological signs. In ancient
Chinese (especially pre-Qin Chinese), the preposition "Yu ()" is an obvious mark, and "Yu (F) +

location" is always placed behind the verb.

4 The relationship between the characteristics of predicate components and
the position of preposition-object structures

4.1 Relationship between grammatical features of predicate components and the position of

preposition-object structures

The predicate components modified by the prepositional-object structures in Jiayu include words and
phrases; words include monosyllabic and polysyllabic words, and phrases include verb-object phrases,

subordinate phrases, parallel structures, and serial verb constructions, etc.
1. Words
(1) BAGFRETIA. )

ding gong yu qi hou hui yu jia gu.
Duke Ding and Marquis Qi held a league meeting in Jiagu.



(2) BT TG e (LA
X130 ydo yi mén ér g€ yug-----

Confucius strolled at the gate, singing......

In the above examples, "hui (£%)" is a monosyllabic, while "xiao yao (JH1%)" is a polysyllabic

word.

2. Verb-object phrases
(3) ABHHIET R, (B
lin di gou bing yu jiao.
The troops of the neighboring countries gathered in the suburbs.
(@) Sl FEIRAEATEUZ M. (HE)
xian shi, ji shi zang zhao gdong yt mu dao zhi nan.
Earlier, Ji buried Duke Zhao in the southern tomb passage of the former Duke of Lu State.

3. Subordinate phrases
(5) A ERLARRE VAL T 500 s, FEAL . (HLiZ)
jin shi zhu gl ci shud ti cang yh zong zhu wii shi, féi li yé.
It is against etiquette to keep the words of prayers and blessings only for the lord's sacrificial

officials and diviners.
(6) RiLhath TRk, HIEAT MG (=2
fii jiang shi chii yt min shan, qi yudn ké yi 1an shang o

When the Changjiang River has just exited Minshan Mountain, its current is very small.

4. Parallel structure

(7) DAFRAEIRIE, LLdEsLAR. (HLig)
yi yang shéng song si, yi shi gui shén.
It is used for people to wear in life and when managing funerals, as well as to worship ghosts

and gods.

(8) RTHUBLHMWIERE. ()
tian zi chang yi ji dong kdo d¢ zheng fa.
In ancient times, the Emperors often inspected political achievements and adjusted decrees at

the end of winter.

5. Serial verb construction
9) FIETRHT, AFETIBE. CRED
xia zhi yt dian gian, shi chi ér tiao.
(The bird) flew down and landed in front of the palace, stretching its wings and jumping.
(10) FHFLHERFTERTF. (bt T
méi ra zi zh zhi bi ji shi yu fu zi.

Every time when schoolboys were writing beside Confucius...



6. Verb-complement phrase

(1) FINFRTTEREAZ AR, (ERHR)
ji stin ya shi hit ké weéi yue rén zhi you néng yi.
Through this affair, Ji Sun can be called akin to those with talent.

(12) LTUAEFIN Mih. D, ATRIRZE. GHE)
kong zi yi gong yu ji sin. zhong stin. shii siin, ru yu féi shi zhi gong.
Confucius led Duke Ding, Jisun, Zhongsun, and Shusun into Jishi's palace.

7. Omission of the predicate

In ancient Chinese, predicates are sometimes omitted, such as:

(13) EHWUSLE, BABIMas, Rirbhik, FETLOK, REUE. B
x1 huang di yi yun ji guan, gu wéi yin shi ér yun ming, yan di yi huo, gong gong yi shui,
tai hao yi 1ong.
Once upon a time, Emperor Huang named his official positions after clouds, so all the officials
were named after clouds. Emperor Yan named his official positions fire, Gong Gong named his

official positions water, and Tai Hao named his official positions dragon.

(14) TE: “MEUET? BELIEF? 7 FREE: “WLLE.” CRRTIL)
zi yug: “zéng ri yiché hti? zéng ri yi yan ht?” zi lu yue: “qing yi yan.”
Confucius said, "Shall I give you a chariot or some advice?" Zi Lu said, "Please give me some

advice."

In the above examples, "yan di yi hud (457 LA-K)", "gong gong yi shui (F£ T LA7K)", and "tai hao

yi long (K5 LLJE)" both omit "ji guan (42 F)". The word "zéng (J8)" is omitted after qing yi yan (i LA

%—‘)u

We have calculated the statistics on the ways grammatical structure of predicate components and

the preposition-object structures relate positionally, as shown in the following table:

Table 6. Position of the predicate components and preposition-object structures.

Grammatical Structure of Preposition-object Preposition-object ~ Proportion of
N Predicate Components Structures Before Structures After Before: After

Monosyllabic words 190 646 22.73%: 77.27%
. Polysyllabic words 18 28 39.13%: 60.87%
2 Verb-object phrases 456 251 64.50%: 35.50%
3 Serial verb construction 7 11 38.89%: 61.11%
4 Verb-complement phrase 13 5 72.22%: 27.78%
5 Parallel structure 5 2 71.43%: 28.57%
6 Subordinate phrases 0 7 0.00%: 100.00%
7 Omission of predicate 5 2 71.43%: 28.57%

It can be seen from the above table that (1) the most common predicate components are

monosyllabic words and verb-object structures, accounting for 50.73% and 43.02% of the total,



respectively. (2) When the predicate components are monosyllabic words, polysyllabic words, serial verb
constructions and verb-complement phrases, the preposition-object structures mainly occur behind the
predicate components, with monosyllabic predicate components accounting for 68.04% of the total; and
(3) the instances of parallel structures and subordinate phrases in the predicate components are rare and
have no significant statistical significance. When the predicate is omitted, the preposition-object structure
is usually before the predicate components.

In the above statistics, the largest number of predicate components are monosyllabic words,
polysyllabic words and verb-object structures, and the relationships of the preposition-object structures

to these three types of predicant components are similar to the statistics for the Mozi [6].

4.2  Relationship between the number of syllables in the predicate components and the
positions of preposition-object structures

We analyzed the number of syllables in the predicate components and the corresponding position of the

preposition-object structures, and the statistical results are as follows:

Table 7. Number of syllables in the predicate components and the corresponding position of the
preposition-object structures.

Preposition-object Preposition-object
Syllable number Proportion Proportion
structures before structures after
1 187 22.48% 645 77.52%
2 335 58.77% 235 41.23%
3 112 70.44% 47 29.56%
4 24 72.73% 9 27.271%
5 16 61.54% 10 38.46%
6 6 60.00% 4 40.00%
7 7 100.00% 0 0.00%
9 1 100.00% 0 0.00%
13 1 100.00% 0 0.00%

It can be seen from the above table that (1) the most common predicate components are
monosyllabic, or 2 and 3 syllables, and the proportions of preposition-object structures that occur before
the predicate components are 22.48%, 58.77% and 70.44% for each of those predicate types. (2) Only
when the predicate components are monosyllabic are the preposition-object structures mainly positioned
after, accounting for 77.52% of instances. (3) When the number of syllables in the predicate components
is greater than 1, the preposition-object structures usually occur before the predicate components.

In general, the statistics for the positional relationship between the number of syllables in predicate
components and the preposition-object structures in Jiayu is similar to the statistics in Mozi. Why do the
preposition-object structures tend to follow the predicate components only in instances of monosyllables?
There may be two reasons: (1) Chinese is often composed of two syllables to form a relatively close
rhythm unit. When the predicate component is one syllable, the monosyllabic predicate components can
be combined with the preposition to form a metric foot. (2) The combination frequency of the preposition
"Yu (F)" and monosyllabic predicate components is very high; while "Yu (F)" was used 788 times in
Jiayu, 710 instances were behind the predicate components. The use characteristics of the preposition
"Yu ()" affect the statistical results.



5 Conclusion

We counted 15 prepositions and 1646 sample sentences in Jiayu. Prepositions in Jiayu that appear only
before the predicate components are Cong (M), Yin ([H), Dang (24), Yong (Ff), Hou (J5), Dui (%),
Jiang (4) and Zhi (%); prepositions that appear only after the predicate components are Hu (%) and
Zhu (i#), and prepositions that can appear before and after the predicate component are Yu (), Yi
(BL), Zi (H), Wei () and Zai ({f). Among the prepositions we analyzed, Cong (M), Yin ([X]), Dang
(%), Yong (F), Jiang (%), Yi (PA), Zi (H), Zai ({F) tend to appear in the same position in the
Zuozhuan, Shiji and Mozi. Zhi (%) and Wei (CN) differ in the Jiayu from the Mozi, while Hou (J&)
and Dui (%) are not statistically significant in the Zuozhuan, Shiji and Mozi. We also compare the
use of these prepositions with the Mozi, Zuozhuan and Shiji from various angles.

Overall, the ratio of prepositions before and after the predicate components in the Jiayu is 686:948,
in the Zuozhuan (2228:3312), in the Shiji (1447:175) and in the Mozi (481:674). This indicates that the
ratio in Jiayu is less than that of the Zuozhuan and Mozi and larger than that of the Shiji, which may

reflect the grammatical features of the times when the Jiayu was composed.
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