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Abstract: With the increase of communication between mainland China and Hong Kong, more mainland neologisms
have been introduced to Hong Kong. The purpose of this paper is to examine the influence of the neologisms from
mainland China on Hong Kong Cantonese through observing the usage of these neologisms in local newspapers in Hong
Kong. It has been shown that the local newspapers start to use the mainland neologisms very soon, which has resulted in
semantic change of Cantonese lexical items. There are three ways of the lexical semantic change: 1) redefining the
Cantonese-Mandarin homographs to make the senses of the mainland neologisms the only interpretation; 2) replacing the
Cantonese synonyms with the mainland neologisms; and 3) providing new senses for the mainland neologisms to
transform them into local neologisms.
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